At Meopham Community Academy we believe that English is an
essential part of the curriculum: A curriculum that not only stands
alone, but one that should be an integral part of all learning. A
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0 % Implementation - How do- we achieve owy aim?

@@- Consistent and systematic approach

In KS1 and KS2, English lessons are largely taught using the Write Stuff
approach by Jane Considine. During sentence stacking (scaffolded lessons),
ideas are generated, and sentences are modelled as a basis for the
children's own writing. High quality teacher modelling is an integral part
of teaching the writing process. This systematic approach allows children
to develop oracy skills and widen their vocabulary choices, whilst
deepening their understanding of author choice. Writing lenses are
identified within the FANTASTICS (senses), GRAMMARISITICS (grammar
features) and BOOMTASTICS (techniques/features). These symbols are
used in lessons to support planning and generating ideas for writing. After
the sentence stacking (scaffolded) lessons, children are given the
opportunity to practise and apply their skills in independent writing tasks.

Strong grammar teaching

Across the school, children are taught to use precise grammatical
terminology to discuss and learn from the works of notable authors and
explain their own choices. Grammar is taught in context with the 'Write

Stuff' where the GRAMMARISTICS are used to demonstrate different
grammatical features. Stand alone grammar lessons are taught as
required, particularly as part of preparation for KS2 SATs.
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A clear writing process

Throughout the school, lessons are clearly structured to allow children to
develop essential knowledge and skills. Effective composition involves
forming, articulating and communicating ideas and then organising them
coherently for a reader. Successful writing requires clarity, awareness of the
audience, purpose and context and an increasingly wide knowledge of
vocabulary, spelling and grammar. Children are given the opportunity to
discuss and rehearse ideas before forming written pieces. Essential
knowledge and skills are taught to enable our children to craft a piece of
writing over time. As children progress through the school so will their
writing stamina as they are guided through a clear writing process: generate
ideas for writing, plan, draft, edit and publish.

Writing for a range of purposes

As they progress through the school, children write for a range of purposes and
audiences (see below). As children develop and strengthen their skills, their
understanding of a writer's craft is deepened. Writing purposes are taught and
repeated across the years to enable children to secure their understanding of
the different text types and to enhance skills in grammar, sentence
construction and punctuation.
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Exploring Poetry In KS1, for children to become more fluent, creative writers, they are
Children explore a range of poetry in KS1 and KS2. Most types are encouraged to express ideas through speaking and listening activities
repeated in lower KS2 and upper KS2 so children can secure their including partner talk, role play and hot-seating. These lively, interactive

understanding of poetic techniques; enhance their crafting of effective learning opportunities provide all children with the ideas and knowledge
poems and practise performing/reciting poems. necessary to become successful writers. In KS2, drama techniques are
acrostic shape haiku nonsense explored and repeated to develop the children's spoken language,
free verse Kenning cinquain narrative pr?_sentation skills and immer:s.e them in genres of writing. Across the
curriculum, there are opportunities to enhance spoken language, through
Strong vocabulary development exploring tier 2 and 3 vocabulary and utilising this in discussions,
In KS1, vocabulary is explored in texts and introduced through subject presentations and engaging debates before writing.
teaching. In KS2, children are encouraged to draw upon what they read and e Conscience alley Role-play Puppet theatre
‘'magpie’ good vocabulary choices. All classes have vocabulary displays for % { % 7 % e_“_
collecting and exploring words and children make use of these in lessons. In V|8 m
KS2, children are encouraged to use dictionaries, thesauruses and word mats.  Hot-seating " Role on the wall Freeze frame
Subject specific words are introduced at the start of each new topic area. Rigorous and consistent spelling ﬂ?}

In KS1, the Read Write Inc phonics scheme is used to teach spelling and
The Spelling Book (Jane Considine) is implemented in Year 2 alongside
the phonics programme. In KS2 the Spelling Book is used and spellings
are taught over a 2 week cycle with daily activities looking at spelling
patterns and rules, including etymology and morphology. Common
exception words are taught as part of this programme. Children take
ownership and responsibility for their Focus Five individual spellings.

High quality editing and publishing

In KS1, children are taught how to make simple edits and additions to their
writing so that they can begin doing so more independently from Year 2. In KS2
children are encouraged to proof read and edit their work (often with an editing
partner). Editing stations have been introduced to support this (see below).
Teachers make it clear that writing has an audience and the publishing of
writing is an important aspect of the writing process. The publishing of writing

is creative, including double page spreads, Art and technology for different Progression to cursive script
writing purposes to appeal to the reader. Correct letter formation is taught from EYFS and is practised daily. Once Year
1 are confident with printing letters, they are introduced to cursive
‘ ‘ handwriting, which is further developed in Year 2. Handwriting is taught

regularly in year 3 to ensure the majority of children are writing using a
cursive, joined script. From Year 4, handwriting is reinforced through
modelling, but handwriting lessons can be taught if a cohort needs them..
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