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Essential Information

for Year 1




we hope your children have had a happy start to
the new academic year and are excited to come to
school.

Simmonds Glennie




Year 1 curriculum

We have introduced an exciting new curriculum throughout the school,
designed to give children a deep understanding of subjects.

- Art - Ancient art (Mesopotamia and Egypt), Georges Seurat
(Pointilism), Baroque art, Monet and seascapes and contemporary food
art.

« Geography - Local geography study, the United Kingdom and
continents and oceans.

« History — Local history study, Queen Elizabeth & Queen Victoria, the
development of the steam engine and exploring the first moon
landing.

DT - Investigating structures and designing portable snacks.

« Science - Animals including humans, investigating materials and
understanding plants.



Curriculum — Term 1
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 Challenge Time will take place every morning
and some afternoons.

Challenge Time

 Your child will complete a selection of activities
each week linked to our curriculum. These
activities will be designed to support their
learning in Maths, English and Science and all
foundation subjects.









Reading
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e Children should read to an adult daily. They should read
their phonics book at least three times before it is
changed.

 Reading should be recorded in your child’s yellow record
book and signhed by an adult - a date and initial is enough.

* When your child is reading, they should also read the
speed sounds and red and green words at the front of the
book, as well as answer the questions at the back of the
book. This will reinforce the work that we do in school
(and their understanding of the story).

« The expectation for reading is 5 times /week.



Reading
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* Book changes take place within your child's phonics
groups on the day they complete their storybook in
class.

 This ensures your child is confident with the sounds in
the story and the books match their skill Level
perfectly.

e For some colour bands this will happen every 3
days, for some it will be every 5 days.

 Please ask your child to re-read the book daily, looking
for fluency and expression as well as speedy reading!



Writing

« We follow the Write Stuff writing scheme. It is
designed to encourage the development of a broad
range of imaginative vocabulary, as well as a secure
understanding of grammar and punctuation.

 If your child is practising writing at home,
encourage them to write on the line and with their
neatest handwriting, remembering capital letters
and full stops.

 Please practise the year 1 common exception word
spellings at home.



Assessment

« Children will be assessed throughout the year and
information about these assessments will be
shared with parents during the Parent Consultation
meetings. Meetings take place in Terms 2 and 5.

« Children will complete the statutory Phonics
screening assessment in Term 5. We will be sending
home revision material well in advance of this so
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Assessment

« Maths, reading, grammar and spelling assessments will
include some teacher assessment but the children will
also be answering questions in booklets.

« The questions will be read to them (except for reading)
but they will not be given any other help to answer the
questions, including explaining mathematical vocabulary.

« Any activities that you can do at home to make them
aware of problem solving in a fun way — and use maths
vocabulary (making cakes, measuring for new
curtains/furniture, counting things, estimating etc) - will
be very helpful.



Home Learning

* Home Learning is set on a Friday and is to be completed/handed
in by the following Friday. Home Learning will be set on Teams
so if you have any problems please let us know as soon as
possible.

* We will soon be sending home logins for NumBots. NumBots is an
engaging platform for practising addition and subtraction.
Children work towards levels and gain certificates.

e If your child is having difficulty completing the home learning at
home, then please let us know and we will find time to support
your child to complete the activity.



Useful information

PE days are:
Indoor PE — Monday
Outdoor PE - Thursday

e PPA for both classes will be on Tuesday afternoons
and will be covered by Mrs Briggs (Glennie) and Mrs
Wwilby (Simmonds). Miss Dury's leadership time is a
Tuesday morning and Mrs Wilby will cover this.

e Children will need their book bag (with only 1 key ring
for recognition), reading wallet and water bottle in
school daily. Please keep the reading books in their
plastic wallets for protection. Children do not need to
bring any other items, such as stationery or toys, in
from home.



Forest School .

* Year 1 have a forest school day once
each term!

e This term it will be on Friday 6th
October!

e Please could children wear weather
appropriate clothing.



Inclusion Team

e The inclusion team work across the school
and support a variety of children

 In year 1 we have 1 member of the
inclusion team work with us each day; they
rotate

e Mrs Clark and Mrs Hancox are usually our
inclusion team members but Mrs Cordner,
Mrs Little, Mrs Hoare, along with some
supply TAs can work in year 1.



e All children are working towards a behaviour reward
which is linked to the termly values. They will have
the opportunity to collect 30 ‘stars’ and will then be
able to choose a coloured values wristband which
they will be allowed to wear in school.

 House points are awarded for good work and
behaviour. They are now in token form and each
class displays the tokens for children to see. They
are collected weekly in a central display to

encourage good work and behaviour across the
school.



Communication {

All communication should be via class email:
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mca-glennie@golden-thread.org

mca-simmonds@golden-thread.org

Please use this means of communication to give
notice about any changes to collection. However, if
this change happens to be on the same day, please
contact the office because we cannot check emails
during class time. Please avoid catching TAs on the
gate in the mornings.


mailto:mca-glennie@golden-thread.org
mailto:mca-simmonds@golden-thread.org

Thank You

- Thank you for attending this afternoon - we lLook
forward to working closely with you this year.

« Please check the website on a regular basis as
we will be updating information and photos
throughout the year.

Questions
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